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Studio Discoveries.

Recently the Slowly Downward
Manufactory underwent what could be
loosely termed a ‘tidy-up’. Prints that
had been held back from sale had to be
found for the Printed Papers show, and
certain artist’s proofs were required for
Transistor at Battersea Affordable Art
Fair. It was not an easy task to complete,
as Mr Donwood’s ‘filing system’ has no
form or logic.

A fortunate side-effect of this turmoil
was the discovery of an edition of
ten Cnut screenprints on yellow stock
(pictured below) and three Eraser artist
proofs on black stock. TFurther details,
dimensions and prices are at www.
slowlydownward.com. Transistor’s
website is www.transistor.uk.com.

Treasure Island.

Some time ago Mr Donwood was
asked to design a cover for a new edition
of Robert Louis Stevenson’s Treasure
Island. The edition has been subsequently
published by White’s Books, ex-Penguin
designer David Pearson’s new venture
which seeks to reaffirm traditional methods
of book production.

The cover, shown below, was finshed
in gold foil and colour, but an edition of
the original linocut has been printed and
can be seen at slowlydownward.com.
In addition, a vastly smaller unlimited
version, printed from zinc plate, is also
available. Avast, landlubbers, etc, etc.
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An Exhibition of
Printed Papers at
Ink_d in Brighton.

There will be an exhibition of prints by
Stanley Donwood at Ink_d Gallery and
Studio in Brighton between Iriday 20th
March 2009 until Friday 10th April.

The show will comprise many of
the prints which have sold out from
Mr. Donwood’s Slowly Downward
Manufactory, as a very limited number
of every print edition have, until now, been
held back from sale.

Certain rarities such as Pacific
Coast, Golden Cnut, White Eraser,
House of Bastards and many others
will be exhibited. These prints will not
be available from Mr Donwood’s website;
they will be on sale only from Ink_d.

In addition, a new print called
Pandemonium (as shown above) has
been commissioned by the gallery, as
has an economically-priced show poster
exclusive to the exhibition.

The opening times are Monday to
Saturday 10am - 6pm. The gallery is
closed on Sundays.

Ink_d is located at 96 North Road,
Brighton, East Sussex, BN1 1YE.

For further information please wisit
their website at www.ink-d.co.uk,
telephone 01273 645 299 or alternatively
email gallery@ink-d.co.uk.
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Manhattan.

The paintings which were completed
for Radiohead’s Hail to the Thief album
were based on the idea of urban real
estate filled with words gleaned from both
the lyrics to that record and the streets
of Los Angeles. It was in that city that
Mr Donwood noticed that almost all
advertising materials used a basic palette
of seven colours, which he then used for
that series of paintings.

The eighth and last painting to be
completed was Manhattan. Mr Donwood
has now made an edition of just 100
screenprints of it; a seven-colour 500mm x
500mm blaze of undiluted acrylic colour,
which is shown below.

It forms a companion piece to an
earlier print from the same series of
paintings, Pacific Coast, and, all things
going according to plan, the series should
eventually be completed with Baghdad,
Kabul, Hollywood, Santa Monica,
London and Grozny. The new print
of Manhattan will be exhibited for the
first time at the Printed Papers show in
Brighton. (see left)
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Other Matters...

* Six Inch Records is no more; all
records have been sold, a party has been
had, strong drink was taken, and musicians
Patrick Bell, Max de Mara and The Joy of
Living along with CEO Stanley Donwood
have all been sacked. The wisdom gained
from this project (which regular readers
will have known has been going on for two
whole years) is that, um, er, well...

* Mr Donwood has a small piece regarding
Mr Richard Brautigan published in
the latest issue of Torpedo, which
commemorates the 25th anniversary of
Brautigan’s untimely death. See http://
falconvsmonkey.com/ for further
details on this rather beautiful Antipodean
magazine.



