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PALIMPSEST AT
MONDO BIZZARO	

	 I’d	 like	 to	 announce	 that	 I’ll	 be	
showing	 a	 collection	 of 	 printed	 works	
at	 the	 Mondo Bizzarro	 gallery	 in	
Rome,	 from	 October	 21st	 until	 30th	
November	2010.		
	 The	 show’s	 called	 ‘Palimpsest’,	
which,	 according	 to	 the	 Merriam-
Webster	 dictionary	 means	 ‘writing 
material used one or more times after earlier 
writing has been erased’,	or,	more	accurately	
in	this	case	‘something having usually diverse 
layers or aspects apparent beneath the surface’,	
which,	 I	 hope,	 describes	 most	 of 	 the	
work	I’ve	done.
	 Anyway,	 the	 show	 includes	 the	
large	 photographic-process	 etchings	
that	 I	made	 in	2007	which	dealt	with	
a	 looming	 sense	 of 	 nihilistic	 despair	
at	 the	 state	 to	 which	 humanity	 had	
brought	itself.		This	series	of 	work	was	
first shown at Lazarides	in	London.
	 I’m	also	showing	a	selection	of 	screen	
prints	 that	 I’ve	produced	over	 the	 last	
few	years;	mostly	those	which	have	sold	
out	 apart	 from	 the	 few	 I’ve	 kept	back	
for	an	event	such	as	this.		These	include	
some	now-rare London Views	prints.
	 Also	on	display	will	be	a	trio	of 	Atoms 
For Peace prints; the first in English, 
the	 second	 in	Farsi,	 and	 the	 third,	 as-
yet	unreleased,	 in	 Japanese	Katakana.		
It’s	 this	 last	 that	 is	 the	 basis	 for	 the	
Palimpsest	show	poster.
	 Additionally,	 the	 Slowly	 Downward	
Manufactory	has	sourced	a	quantity	of 	
what’s	known	in	the	trade	as	diamond 
dust.		It’s	quite	hard	to	get	hold	of,	and	
I’ve	 used	 some	 of 	 it	 to	 print	 a giant 
pointy-toothed bear,	 and	 it’s	 this	
piece	that	will	have	pride	of 	place	at	the	
Rome	show.		It	doesn’t	work	very	well	
as	a	digital	photo,	I’m	afraid,	so	I	won’t	
bother	putting	it	in	this	Taglibro.
	 So;	 Palimpsest,	 21	 Ottobre	 -	 30	
Novembre	 2010,	Mondo Bizzarro 
Gallery, Via Reggio Emilia 
32, Roma, Italia.
Lunedì/Sabato	h12:00-20:00
Domenica	h16:00-20:00.		Got	that?

OVER NORMAL:
PRINT RELEASE	

	 As	the	remarkably	intense	and	brain-
bamboozling	Over Normal show in	
San	 Francisco’s	 fifty24SF gallery 
draws	to	a	close,	the	Slowly	Downward	
Manufactory	is	able	to	release	a	limited	
number	of 	the	screen	prints	that	were	
shown	at	the	gallery.
	 The	prints	are	entitled	‘Forgot Was 
Sorry’, ‘Neurogranular Sample’	
and	 ‘Desire Enlargement’,	 and	
all	 three	 relate	 to	 the	 series	 of 	 work	
called	‘Over Normal’,	which	regular	
Taglibro	 readers	 may	 recall	 was	 about	
spam	 emails,	 Californian	 roadside	
advertising,	 the	 vainglorious	 promise	
of  physical, financial or sexual 
improvement,	the	use	of 	seven	colours	
only,	 the	 ultimate	 emptiness	 of 	 an	
aesthetic based on refined hydrocarbon 
products,	and	also,	through	the	use	of 	
John	 Matthias’s	 Overnormalizer,	
the	 effect	 of 	 listening	 to	 synthesized	
monsyllables for extended periods of  
time.
 They are screenprinted in six colours 
(the	 seventh	 colour,	 white,	 being	 the	
paper)	and	are	available	from	the	usual	
digital	manifestation	of 	the	Manufactory,	
at	www.slowlydownward.com.			
	 Further	 details,	 such	 as	 size,	 price,	
availability	 and	 so	 on	 will	 be	 found	
online,	in	the	‘shop’.

The	image	shown	above	is	
‘Forgot Was Sorry’.

ATOMS FOR PEACE	
	 As	 you	 may	 know,	 Atoms For 
Peace	played	at	Fuji	Rock	last	August,	
and	 the	 artwork	 for	 the	 show	 was	
based	around		the	third	of 	a	proposed	
series	of 	prints.	 	This	one,	after	much	
deliberation,	 used	 the	 Japanese	 script	
called	 katakana	 (there	 are	 three	
different ways of  writing text in Japan).  
To	 our	 considerable	 amazement,	 the	
merchandise	completely	sold	out.
	 As	 with	 the	 preceding	 two	 prints	
in	 this	 series,	 Atoms For Peace 
(katakana)	 is	 screenprinted	 in	 red,	
black	and	metallic	silver,	and	the	print	
size is 500mm x 600mm.  The print is 
priced	at	£125.


